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(No're to the Teacher )

Included in this notebook is a five-day series of lessons for Vacation Bible
School entitled, Jesus Defied Nature. It is designed fo teach the students that
Jesus was indeed the Son of God, and He proved His power as God by defying
every aspect of nature. He did the things that were considered impossible.

Lesson 1. Jesus Defied Nature in His birth.
Lesson 2: Jesus Defied the Nature of Agriculture
Lesson 3: Jesus Defied the Elements of Nature
Lesson 4: Jesus Defied the Evil Spirits

Lesson 5: Jesus Defied Sickness and Death

Jesus spent three years preaching and teaching in israel. The scribes and
Pharisees did not accept Him as the Son of God, so He did miracles in their
presence to convince them that He was who He claimed to be. He defied the
natural birth process by being born without an earthly father or a sin nature. He
defied the nature of agriculture by instantly turning water in wine, a process that
should take months, and by multiplying the loaves and the fish. He defied the wind
and the waves by calming the storm at sea, and by walking on the water. He
defied evil spirits when He cast them out of the human bodies they possessed and
tormented. The evil spirits knew Him and recognized Him as the Son of God. He
defied every known disease and deformity by healing sick bodies, straightening
crippled limbs, opening blind eyes and deaf ears. He exercised His power over
death by bringing life back into dead bodies. People were amazed and said,
“surely thou art the Son of God”. As Nicodemus said, and other acknowledged,
“No man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God by with him.”

The lessons do not dwell on only one miracle each, but are designed to
emphasize that Jesus did multiple miracles in every aspect of nature. Rather than
teaching all the details of each incident, impress on the child that Jesus did many
miracles of every type. He did not heal just one person, but healed many in every
town or village He visited. He did not do miracles because He felt sorry for sick
people, but to prove He was “Emmanuel”, “God among us”, God in human flesh.

A variety of worksheets are provided to be used at the teacher’s discretion.
The lessons are produced in three-ring binder format for convenience in removing
pages for copying and are reproducible for classroom use.

May God bless the use of these lessons as they are used to teach young

people the truths of God's Word.
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JESUS DEFIED NATURE IN HIS BIRTH

Seriptures: John 1:1,3  Genesis 1:1,25-28 Luke 2:7-19

Aim: To teach the divinity of Jesus. The power that Jesus possessed to defy nature
was His by right because He was the Son of God, the physical expression of
God; God in human flesh.

Emphasis:  Jesus was and is the Son of God and possesses the power of God. Jesus was
with God in the creation of all things, so He has the ability to control all that
was created. The Bible was written to teach us that He is the Christ, He is God
and man, and enable us to know how we may have eternal life through Him.

Theme memory verse for the week: John 20:31,
“But these are wrilten, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.”

Background information

Why is the account of the life of Jesus recorded in the Bible? God inspired men to
write down things He wanted us to know. After Jesus came into the world, God inspired men
to write down some of the things that Jesus said, and record some of the miracles that Jesus
did in order for us to know without any doubt that Jesus truly was the Son of God. If God gave
messages to men today, there would be so many people claiming things God told them that
there would be mass confusion, and no one would know the truth.

All of the things Jesus said and did were not written down. It would have been
impossible to record every action every day of the life of Jesus, John 21:25 tells us, “And there
are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, |
suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written.” We do
not need to know every little detail of the life of Jesus. God chose certain men to write down
the things that were the most important, the things that prove Jesus was His Son, the promised
Messiah. God has given us His written word so that every person who will read it can know
the very same things about the life of Jesus.

Some of the things we will learn this week are how Jesus defied nature in His birth;
how he defied nature by controlling the wind, the sea, and the storms. He defied the natural
process of food production. He defied the evil spirits, and He defied sickness and death.

The word “defy” means “to perform an action considered to be impossible”. Man
cannot do the things Jesus did — they are impossible. But Jesus was there when all things
were created, so He has the power to control what He created. With God these things were not
impossible, and they are recorded in the Bible to teach us that Jesus was God because He could
do these things. He looked like any other man, but He could do things other men could not do.
When Jesus lived on the earth God wanted Him to be accepted as His Son, so He gave Him
the power to do the impossible things to prove that He was the Son of God.
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Lesson material

Hebrews 1:1-3, “God, who - - - spake in time past - - - by the prophets - - - Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by His Son, - - - Who being the brightness of His glory, and the
express image of His person, - - - " Jesus was the “express image of God”, the Divine
Expression of God; the physical manifestation of God.

John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” “The Word” is Jesus. Jesus was in the beginning with God.

John 1:3, “All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was
made.” Jesus was present at the creation of the earth and all things in it

Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” Jesus was present at
the creation of the entire universe.

Genesis 1:25, “And God made the beast of the earth afier his kind, and catile afier their kind,
and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: ” There was order in God’s
creation. Every animal and insect reproduces its own likeness.

Genesis 1:26, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:” Jesus had
a part in the creation of man. God is mind, spirit, and body. Jesus is the physical
expression of God. Man was made in the likeness of God in that he has a mind, a
spirit, and a body. The animals were not created in the image of God, so He created
another being. He created man so He would have a created being in His likeness.

Genesis 1:27-28, “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He
him; male and female created He them. And God blessed them, and God said unto
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. ” Jesus was present in the order
of birth that God set in motion with Adam and Eve. Yet Jesus defied the order of birth
in His own birth. God created Adam and Eve, and all other people have been born into
the world with an earthly mother and an earthly father, except Jesus. He had a human
mother, and God was His father.

Prophecies of Jesus’ birth

The birth of Jesus was not like any other birth that was before or has been since. He had
an earthly mother but God was His father. Thus Jesus was God and man. When Adam and Eve
sinned, God foretold of the birth of His Son into the world to redeem them from their sin.
Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.”” God told Satan He would
send His Son to be an enemy of Satan and ultimately defeat him. Jesus had to be born as a
human in order to redeem humanity from their sins.

The prophets of old foretold Jesus’ birth. Isaiah told of Jesus’ birth in Isaiah 7:14,
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear
a son, and shall call His name Emmanuel. ’ Emmanuel means “God with us”. Jesus would be
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God living among men on earth. Jesus would be born of a virgin - an unmarried young woman.
She would not have a husband, so Jesus would not have an earthly father. God would be His
father. God chose Joseph to take Mary to be his wife and serve as the earthly father of Jesus
in caring for Him because He knew that Joseph would raise and teach Jesus according to the
Jewish laws. The angel Gabriel told Joseph to take Mary to be his wife, and see that Jesus and
His mother had a home, and that Jesus was fed and clothed, and taught as other Jewish boys.
Mary was His mother. Joseph served as His father on the earth, but God was His father.

Micah prophesied that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, and it happened just as he
said. Micah 5:2 “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old, from everlasting. ” Jesus did not have His beginning with His
birth. He was from everlasting. He was in eternity with God before His birth. He had the
beginning of His earthly body with His physical birth as God and man, and it began in
Bethlehem just as Micah said.

Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 60:6 that the wise men would see His star and bring Him
presents, and it happened just as he said. David also stated in Psalm 72:10 that kings would
bring Him presents.

Other births foretold

Other births have been prophesied, but all had an earthly mother and an earthly father.
Jesus was the only one who defied nature in His birth. The birth of Isaac was foretold. God
promised Abraham a son through whom all the families of the earth would be blessed, Genesis
12:3. God promised Sarah would be the mother of Isaac in Genesis 17:16. The angels
appeared to Abraham and told him in Genesis 18:10. “Sarah thy wife shall have a son.” God
defied the laws of nature in sending Isaac to Abraham and Sarah when they were too old to
bear children according to the laws of nature. God chose Isaac for a special purpose before his
birth. and sent him according to God’s timing and manner, but he was not God’s Son. Sarah
was his mother and Abraham was his father.

The birth of Samuel was foretold. Eli, the High Priest, promised Hannah that she
would have a son before a year had passed. She went to the Tabernacle and prayed earnestly
for a son, and in I Samuel 1:17, Eli said the Lord would grant her petition and she would have
what she asked for. Samuel was born before the year ended. Samuel was chosen before his
birth and sent from God for a special purpose, but God was not his father. Hannah was his
mother and Elkanah was his father.

Samson’s birth was foretold by an angel in Judges chapter 13. The angel told
Manoah’s wife that she would have a son, and told her how to raise him. He was to be a
Nazarite from his birth. God chose him for a reason even before he was born. God had a
special purpose for him, but God was not his father. Manoah was his father.

John 1:6, “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.” John the Baptist
was promised, and the angel foretold his birth, but God was not his father. The angel Gabriel

made a promise to Zacharias that he and Elizabeth would have a son. John was chosen before
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his birth to be the forerunner of Jesus. He was sent from God for a special purpose, to prepare
the hearts of the Jewish people to accept Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of God. John was
promised, John was chosen, and John was sent by God, but he was not God’s son. Elizabeth
was his mother, and Zacharias was his father.

The birth of Jesus

Of all the coming births which the angels announced, only one was the Son of God. All
others had an earthly father. When the time came that God was ready to send His Son into the
world to die for the sins of all mankind, the angel, Gabriel, appeared to Mary and told her she
had been chosen to give birth to the Son of God. Probably most young Jewish girls wondered
if perhaps they might be the one to bring the Christ child into the world. But God knew who
He wanted to be Jesus’s mother. Mary was a godly young woman who had never been married.
God knew she was pure and righteous, and would provide a godly home for Jesus where the
children were taught according to the Jewish customs and the laws of God. God chose Joseph
to be His earthly father because he was a godly man, and would provide godly instructions to
his family.

The angel announced to Mary that she would be the mother of the Son of God. The
same angel announced to Joseph that he had been chosen by God for the special purpose of
being the earthly father to Jesus. Every child has a mother and a father. Jesus defied the natural
process of human birth by not having an earthly father. We might say that Joseph was a
substitute father. If a child’s father dies, his mother may marry again, and he has a ‘new’
father, or another to fill the role as father in the home.

Matthew 1:23, “- - - and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us. " The angel told Joseph that Jesus would be God living among men. Jesus had
a normal birth. He began life as a tiny infant, and grew to be a man as do all other human
beings, yet God indwelled this human body as none other that was ever born. “Indwell” means
“to dwell in, abide in, inhabit”. Jesus lived in 2 human body so He could die physically in the
place of human beings who would live separated from God without a redeemer to pay the price
for sin. Jesus was the only one who could pay the price for sin that Adam and Eve brought on
mankind because He was the only one without a sin nature passed on to him by an earthly
father. In human birth the earthly father passes on to the child the sin nature. Jesus defied the
natural birth process by being born without a sin nature.

Angels announce His birth

Angels announced the birth of Jesus to the world. Luke chapter 2 gives the account of
the birth of Jesus and the announcement by the angels. Jesus was born while Mary and Joseph
were in Bethlehem. They spent the night in the stable where the animals of the travelers were
housed because there was no room for them in the inn. Shepherds were out in the fields outside
Bethlehem watching their flocks of sheep to keep them safe during the nighttime as they
always did. When Jesus came into the world, the nightime sky lit up where the shepherds were
with the presence of angels who announced to the shepherds that the Savior had been bom.
The Son of God had come to live among people on the earth. The Messiah that they had so
long waited for had come. The shepherds came to find the Christ child and worship Him. They
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told Mary and Joseph of the angel’s announcement and the multitude of angels who sang
praises to Him. No other birth had before nor has since been announced to the world by angels.

When the shepherds left the stable to return to their flocks they told everyone they saw
about this magnificent event. The people whom they told wondered at the sanity of these men.
They wondered if this really happened, or if they were spooked by the darkness and imagined
all of these things. But Mary knew, and Joseph knew. Luke 2:19, “Butr Mary kept all these
things, and pondered them in her heart.” Mary did not realize all of the things that would
happen in the days and years to come, but she knew in her heart that this tiny infant that she
held in her arms was God in flesh.

Mary knew that Jesus defied nature in being born as God and man. He defied nature
by being born without a sin nature. He defied nature by being born without an earthly father,
for God was His father.

These accounts are written in the Bible that we might also believe that Jesus was born
as God in human flesh so He could die for our sins and provide a way for us to become
children of God by faith in Him. “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.”
MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 1:23

“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”
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Follow the instructions below to make a Memory Verse Booklet

Use the patterns on the following pages.
Assembie to look like the diagram.

Memory Verse Craft Page 1 —

Copy one book cover on black
construction paper for each student.

Memory Verse Craft Page 2 —

Use the half-page patterns to make
one page for each student from

white or parchment colored paper
with the Memory Verse printed on it.

Assemble in order:

Page 1 — “Important Memory Verses
we have learned this week”.

Page 2 — Theme Memory Verse for the week,
followed by Lessons 1 through 5.

Patterns for lessons 2-5 are included in each
iesson.

To assemble — add pages by folding back the page
tab on dotted line and paste on the inside
back against the fold of booklet cover. Add
each page by pasting on top of the previous tab.
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Memory Verse Craft Page 1

Memory Verse Craft Page 2
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Memory Verse Craft Page 3
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Teens Worksheet # 1

1.  Write a definition of the word “defy”.

2. List 2 ways Jesus defied nature in His birth:

1.

2.

3. Who was Jesus’ father?

4. Who became Jesus’ earthly father?

5. Why did being God's Son enable Him to defy nature?

6. Why were the things Jesus did recorded in the Bible?

7. Were all of the miracles Jesus did written down in the Bible?

8. Who announced the birth of Jesus to the world?

9. Why was Mary chosen to be Jesus’ mother?

10. How did not having an earthly father make Jesus different?

11. What does the name “Emmanuel” mean?

12. List 3 men from the Old Testament whose births were foretold by an angel:

1. 2. 3.

13. An angel told Zacharias his wife would have a son, and to name him
14. How many men in questions 12 & 13 whose births were foretold by an angel had

an earthly father?

15. How many were born without a sin nature?
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Teens Worksheet # 1 Answer page
1. Write a definition of the word “defy”. _to perform an act that is considered

impossible

2. List 2 ways Jesus defied nature in His birth:

1. He was born without an earthly father.

2. He was born without a sin nature.

3. Who was Jesus’ father? God

4. Who became Jesus’ earthly father? Joseph

5. Why did being God's Son enable Him to defy nature? _ He had a hand in the

creation of all things, so He could controi all that He created.

6. Why were the things Jesus did recorded in the Bible? __that we might believe

that He was the Son of God, and that believing, we might be saved

7. Were all of the miracles Jesus did written down in the Bible? no

8. Who announced the birth of Jesus to the world? _the angel Gabriel

9. Why was Mary chosen to be Jesus’' mother? She was a pure and godly person.

10. How did not having an earthly father make Jesus different? _He did not have

a sin nature,

11. What does the name "Emmanuel” mean? God with us

12. List 3 men from the Old Testament whose births were foretold by an angel:

1. Isaac 2. Samuel 3. Samson

13. An angel told Zacharias his wife would have a son, and to name him _John .
14. How many men in questions 12 & 13, whose births were foretold by an angel,

had an earthly father? all four of them

15. How many were born without a sin nature? none of them

Teens VBS Lesson 1; Jesus Defied Nature In His Birth Page 11
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Teens Worksheet # 2

Look up the scriptures and fill in the blanks:

John 20:31 — “But these are , that ye might that
is the , the of ; and that believing
ye might have through His "
John 1:1 -~ *In the was the , and the was
with , and the was
John 1:3 — “All things were by , and without was not
anything that was !
Genesis 1:1 — “In the God the heaven and the ?
Genesis 1:.25 — “And made the of the earth after his
Genesis 1:26 — "And said, let make in our
and after likeness:”
Genesis 1:27-28 — “So created in His own , in the image
of created He him; male and female He them.”
“And God them, and God said unto them, Be , and
, and the !
Matthew 1:23 — “Behold, a shall be with child, and shall bring forth a
, and they shall call His name , which being

interpreted is,
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Teens Worksheet #3

JESUS DEFIED NATURE IN HIS BIRTH

1
2 3
4 5
6
i4
B8
E]
10
11
12
ACROSS DOWN

2 to perform an action considered to be 1 Jesus can all things

impossibie in nature.
4 Somre of the actions of Jesus are 2 The birth of Jesus

written in the : nature.
6 The Book of tells us 3 Jesus is the of God.

why the Bible was written. 5 had a part in creating all
8 foretold the birth of things

Jesus. 6 was Jesus' earthly father.
9 Jesus did many nore 7 By natural every

that were not written down, person has a nother and a father.

10 the word that applies to Jesus in John 8 God gave Jesus all .
1:1 9 was Jesus' nother.

11 God was Jesus'
12 Jesus did miracles to
He was the Son of God.
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Teens Worksheet # 4

Fit the words of John 6:38 in the puzzle. “For | came down from heaven, not to do
mine own will, but the will of Him that sent me.” HINT: Start with the longest word.

There is only one 1-letter word, and one 6-letter word. The rest are 2, 3, or 4 letters.

! DO BUT CAME HEAVEN
ME FCR DOWN
TO HIM FROM
OF NOT MINE
OWN SENT
THE THAT
WILL
WILL
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Teens Worksheet # 5

Break the code and solve the puzzie. Three vowels are given for you:
J= A B=E Y=I

J 1 C G B KS K L B I E J HV § E

J OO E Z B UY EYBK J I C

XY O0J WB K EBJ UZY I W Y |

E Z B Y N KQt!l J WV WS B K J I C

RNBJUZY I W E Z B WV KR BO

vV A E Z B byl wCcvTrT J I C

Z BJ OY 1 W B XBNAQ KYUuUDI1I B KK

J 1 C B X B NAQ CYKBUJKEB
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Teens Worksheet Answer page
[
worksheet # 3 DIE|F|Y| S| Ao
B[1[B|LE 0 N |J]
F| [J]o[HIN 7 [E]
1| _[o B8] [R] [s]
PIRIOJPIH|E|T|S i o| (U
o o] (] [m[1IR]AICILIE|S
WO[R|D Pl [A] |T]
E FIAIT|HIE|R| |H]
[PIR]O|V]E Y
worksheet #4 worksheet # 5
J 1 C G B KSK LBI E J HV 8§ E
A ND J ESUS WENT ABOUT
la'u T
" J (8] F4 uy Y K it C
" l'_ AL L E Ci i ES AND
] - °|"l Xy JWBK EBJUZYI W YI
N g vi LLAGES TEAC 1 NG I N
B E N T o { W] N
| EZBYN KQl J WV WSBK J i C
" A ° ‘l THEI R SYNAGOGUES AND
]C'A " 1E T
T A R NB UuzZyYil w EZB WV KRB O
R PREACHI NG THE OGOSPEL
: : V) £ Z 8 DYI WCWVT U B
il I Bl oOF THE KI NGDO A ND
0 E
B ZBJOY! W BXBNQ KYUDI BKK
!'"l‘ L ﬂ HEAL!I NG EVERY 51 CKMNESS
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JESUS DEFIED THE NATURE OF AGRICULTURE

Scriptures:  John 2:1-11
Mark 6:34-44 John 6:2, 5-14
Matthew 15:29-39

Aim: To teach the students to believe and accept the written accounts of Jesus’
miracles as true events, performed to prove He was the Son of God.

Emphasis:  God created the plant world, so Jesus had the power to control the plant world.
He could by-pass the acts of nature in providing food and wine to those in
need.

Memory Verse: John 2:11
“This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth
His glory; and His disciples believed on Him.”

Review the Theme Memory Verse for the week: John 20:31

Background information

God sent John the Baptist into the world to prepare the hearts of the Jewish people to
receive the man Jesus, known as the son of Mary and Joseph, the carpenter from Nazareth, as
the promised Messiah.

John preached “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” When he baptized
Jesus, God sent the Holy Spirit down in the form of a dove, so He was visible, and God spoke
audibly from heaven, and said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased”. Thus all
three manifestations of God were present. God announced to all who heard that this man from
Nazareth, named Jesus, was His Son; this man was the promised Messiah, the Savior of the
world. Jesus was led away by the Spirit into the wilderness area where He spent the next 40
days being tempted by Satan to renounce the purpose for which He came. Jesus refused all of
the propositions that Satan made for Him to fore-go the crucifixion and immediately become
the king of this world. He knew His purpose was to die for the sins of mankind.

The next day Jesus came back into the area where John was baptizing, and two of
John’s followers, John (the son of Zebedee) and Andrew (who had been baptized by John and
later were chosen to be apostles) were standing with John listening to him teach. When John
saw Jesus he said, John 1:29, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world. ” John identified this man, Jesus of Nazareth, to John and Andrew as the Son of God
in whom they believed but did not know who He was personally. They did not recognize Him
by sight. Andrew went to get his brother, Simon Peter, and brought him to Jesus. The day
following (the second day) Jesus went into Galilee and found Philip, and said, “Follow me.”
Philip immediately found his friend Nathaniel (later known as the apostle Bartholomew) and
brought him to Jesus. These began from that day traveling with Jesus, hearing Him teach, and
seeing the miracles that He did to prove that He was who He said He was. As they traveled,
others heard, believed, and joined with them.

Teens VBS Lesson 2: Jesus Defied the Nature Of Agriculture Page 1
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Beginning of miracles

John 2:1-11 — On the third day since Jesus began His earthly ministry there was a
wedding at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’s mother was helping with the wedding, and Jesus and His
disciples were invited to attend. According to the custom, a wedding was a large affair,
sometimes lasting for days, even a week, of feasting and celebrating. Much food would be
prepared and wine was served as the beverage. There were different qualities of wine,
depending on the type grapes, the ripeness when the juice was squeezed, the process of
bottling it and length of time it was stored. Usually the one in charge of the wedding feast
would serve the very best wine at the beginning of the feast, and after the guests had eaten and
drank until they were full, possibly later in the week, they would serve the lesser quality wine.

Wine was the result of preserving grape juice to be stored and used when the grapes
were not in season. The process of making wine began with planting the cuttings from other
grape vines, waiting for the rain and sunshine to cause them to put out roots, sprout, and the
vines to grow. Then they bloomed and put on the clusters of fruit. After the fruit ripened, it
was picked, the juice was squeezed and stored in goat-skin bags. When it fermented it could
be stored and kept for extended periods of time without spoiling.

The process of making wine took many months — from the water of the rain to the
finished fermented juice. Jesus defied nature and by-passed this whole process by instantly
making water turn to wine. The person in charge of the food for the wedding became
concerned because they had run out of wine, which was a great shame to the host of the
wedding. There were six water pots in the house and Jesus told the servants to fill them with
water. Then He said, “Now pour out some in a cup and take it to the ruler of the feast.” When
he drank it he did not understand why the bridegroom had kept the best wine until the end of
the feast.

This was the first miracle that Jesus did. He did not make the wine simply because the
people needed something to drink, or because the bridegroom was embarrassed because he had
not adequately provided for his guests. Jesus did the miracle to show the people His power.
Jesus was with God in the creation of plants and food, so He had the power to control the
production of food the plants produced. The wine He provided did not go through the natural
process that took many months, but He caused plain water to instantly turn into perfect wine.
Jesus did other miracles regarding food production.

Jesus fed a multitude

On one occasion when Jesus had been teaching the people who followed Him and
working miracles, it became late in the day. They were in a desert place. They were not in a
town; there was no food, and the people had been there all day. They were hungry. The
disciples told Jesus to send them away so they could go into the nearby towns and villages and
buy some food and find a place to stay for the night. Jesus said there was no reason for them
to leave, just give them something to eat. He asked Philip where they could go to buy bread.
John 6:6 says he did this to test Philip’s faith in Him, because He already knew what He was
going to do. Philip knew they did not have enough money to buy food for such a large crowd
of people. He said two hundred pennyworth of bread would not be enough for each person to
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just have a little bit, not nearly what they needed. They went through the crowd to see if
anyone had food. Andrew found a young boy who had brought his lunch, five barley loaves
(or small rolls) and two small fish. This was only enough for one person. What good would
it do for so many?

Jesus asked the young man to bring Him the loaves and the fish, and told the disciples
to have the people sit down on the grassy hillside in groups of one hundred and groups of fifty.
Jesus blessed the food and began to break the bread into pieces. Each time He broke the bread,
instead of getting smaller and smaller, it got bigger and bigger. The disciples passed the bread
among the people. Jesus took the two fish and did the same thing. There was enough fish for
all to have as much as they wanted. When the people had eaten the bread and the fish and were
full, Jesus told the disciples to gather up what was left over. They gathered up twelve baskets
full of food.

Jesus did not provide the food through the natural process which began with the seeds
being planted, germinating, sprouting, putting on the grain and waiting for it to grow to
maturity. Then bushels of grain would have been picked, ground into flour, and hundreds of
loaves of bread baked. They did not go to the nearby sea of Galilee and catch thousands of fish
which would then have been cooked before they could be served. Jesus by-passed nature and
caused the bread and fish to multiply as He broke it into pieces. About five thousand men were
fed. This did not count the women and children. After they had finished eating all that they
wanted, and were full, they gathered up more than twelve times as much as they had at the
beginning.

After Jesus fed the people He told His disciples to get in the boat and go back across
the sea to Bethsaida while He sent the crowd away. Jesus knew the crowd of people wanted
to make Him their king immediately so that they would never have to worry about being
hungry again. Anytime they needed food, Jesus would give it to them. Jesus sent the disciples
away in the boat, and told the people to go home, and He slipped away from them and went
into the mountain to pray. When the disciples saw the miracle that Jesus did, they said, “This
is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.” They still believed Him to be a
powerful person, a great prophet, but did not fully understand that He was God in human flesh.

Jesus fed over 4,000 at Decapolis

On another occasion Jesus was in a wilderness area of Decapolis. Thousands of people
followed Him up on a mountain where He sat down and taught them. Large crowds brought
people who were sick, diseased, or crippled to Jesus for Him to heal them. They stayed for
three days listening to Jesus, and without anything to eat. They would not leave Jesus even
long enough to go get food. Jesus told His disciples, “I bave compassion on these people
because they have stayed with me for three days and have not eaten anything. Many of them
have come from a long distance. I cannot send them away this hungry, because they will faint
on the road before they get home.” The disciples were puzzled. “How can we get enough food
to feed this many people out here in the wilderness?” They had so soon forgotten what Jesus
did earlier when the crowd was hungry. Among them they had seven loaves of bread (or rolls)
and a few fish. Jesus told the people to sit down on the ground and He took the bread and fish,
gave thanks, and broke it into pieces. The more He broke it, the more it increased. The food
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was passed among the people and when they had eaten and were full, they gathered up seven
baskets full that was left over, With seven loaves and a few fish Jesus fed four thousand men,
not counting the women and children, and had much more left over than that with which He
started.

Necessity of miracles

Why was it necessary for Jesus to do miracles? He knew He was the Son of God. Mary
knew He was the Son of God. John the Baptist knew and preached to the Jewish people that
He was the Son of God. But the Pharisees and the leaders of the Jewish religion did not accept
Him as the Son of God. They were looking for a king to be born in a palace and raised among
royalty. They were not looking for the Messiah to be born of a poor woman in a small town
and spend His first night in a manger in a stable used to house the animals of travelers. They
were looking for a powerful king to come who would free them from the Romans. Jesus must
show them that He did have the power of God in order to prove to them that He was God’s
Son. Jesus traveled to many towns and villages and taught in the synagogues from Judea to
Galilee because He wanted all of the people to see Him and hear His message.

Jesus defied nature by turning water into wine instantly. He fed over 5,000 people with
5 loaves and 2 fish and had more than 12 times as much left over as that with which He
started. He fed 4,000 men plus the women and children who were present with 7 loaves and
a few fish, and had more than seven times as much left over as that with which He started. He
proved He was who He said He was. As Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, said when he came
to Jesus secretly in the night to question Him regarding who He was, “No man can do these
miracle that you do unless God is with him.”

The Pharisees followed Jesus everywhere He went, not because they believed He was
God’s Son, but because they wanted to find some reason to have Him put to death in order to
stop so many Jews from believing in Him. Very early in His ministry they began to make plans
to destroy Him. Luke 5:17, they came out of every town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem.
They accused Him of speaking blasphemy because He said He could forgive sin. Many
scriptures tell us, “Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against Him, how they
might destroy Him.” Matthew 12:14, Matthew 21:46, Mark 3:6, Mark 12:13, Matthew 22:15,
Matthew 27:1.

What was the doctrine of the Pharisees? Keeping the laws that God gave to Moses for
the nation of Israel to live by meant righteousness to the Pharisees. This is what they believed
and what they taught. They ate certain foods that were allowed under the law. They refused to
eat foods that were considered unclean under the law. They washed their hands before they ate,
according to the law. They washed their clothes, cleaned their houses, did not mix certain
kinds of fabric in their clothing, all according to the law. They gave of their money to help the
poor. They gave the half-shekel to the temple regularly. They did not steal from their
neighbors. They did not kill. They said, “If I do not kill, then I am not guilty. If I do not steal,
then I am not guilty. I go to the synagogue, I pray, I give; all of these things I do are according
to the law. If I do not break the law, I am not guilty. If T am not guilty, I do not have anything
to repent of. Therefore, | am righteous.” They depended on the way they lived daily to bring
them righteousness, rather than the shed blood of Jesus.
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Regarding eternal life, the Pharisees believed: “If | keep the law of Moses, I am not
guilty. If Tam not guilty, I do not need to repent, and therefore | am righteous. If I am righteous
I will spend eternity in heaven.”

These are the men who wanted to get rid of Jesus. They did not want to repent, because
they were good in their own eyes. Even when they saw the miracles that Jesus did, they did not
believe He was the Son of God. They accused Him of doing miracles by the power of Satan,
and blaspheming the name of God by claiming to be God’s Son.
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(Follow instructions in Lesson 1)

Memory Verse Craft Page

e uyopr
"WIH Uo paAailjaq
sajdiasip si4 pup :Adojb
SIH Y4104 pa{sajiuowi pup
'23)1|09 JO DUD) Wi SNSIL pPIp
sajo0J4iw Jo buuuibaqg siyl

Proj Buope JoN0S 3OBQ OpSL O NSed

K

I1:2 wyor
‘Wi uo paaaijaq
sa|diosip si}4 pup :AJo|b
SiH Y4104 paisajiubw puo
23]1|Dg jo DUD) Ut snsaf pip
$2|20J1W Jo buwbaq sy

1

P10} BUOE JOR0D YORG SPISUL OF N8

K

Teens VBS Lesson 2: Jesus Defied the Nature Of Agriculture

Page 6



23

Teens Worksheet # 1

1. Give a definition of the word “defy”™:

2. Name two ways Jesus defied the nature of agriculture {or food production):

1.

2.

3. Why did Jesus do miracles?

4. Why could Jesus defy nature?

5. What was the first miracle Jesus did?

6. Where did Jesus do His first miracle?

7. The first time Jesus fed the muititude, and how many people did He feed, and

what did He use?

8. The second time Jesus fed the multitude, how long did they stay with Him without

eating? How many did He feed and what did He use?

9. Did everyone believe Jesus was the Son of God?

10. What was the belief of the Pharisees?

11. What was the attitude of the Pharisees toward Jesus?
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Teens Worksheet # 1 Answer page

10.

11.

Page 8

Give a definition of the word “defy”: _To defy is to perform an action considered
impossible.

Name two ways Jesus defied the nature of agriculture (or food production):

1. He turned pilain water into wine.

2. He multtiplied the loaves and the fishes.

Why did Jesus do miracles? __Jesus did miracles to prove He was the Son of
God.

Why could Jesus defy nature? _Jesus could defy nature because He created

all things, so He could control all things.

What was the first miracle Jesus did? He turned water into wine.

Where did Jesus do His first miracle? _ at a wedding in Cana of Galilee
The first time Jesus fed the multitude, and how many people did He feed, and

what did He use? Jesus fed over 5.000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish

The second time Jesus fed the multitude, how long did they stay with Him without
eating? 3 days How many did He feed and what did He use? _He _

fed 4,000 men not counting the women and children with 7 loaves and 2 fish.
Did everyone believe Jesus was the Son of God? _no

What was the belief of the Pharisees? if | do not break the law, | am not quilty.

If | am not guilty, then ! am righteous and will spend eternity in heaven,

What was the attitude of the Pharisees toward Jesus? They accused Him

of doing miracles by the power of Satan, and blaspheming the name of God

by claiming to be God’s Son.
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Teens Worksheet # 2

Fill in the answers c

beginning at the top. A
N
A
o)
F
G
A
L

]

L
E
E

1. A is something that doesn’t happen the usual way.

2. Jesus turned into wine.

3. Philip brought his friend to Jesus.

4. The wedding was in :

5. A disciple is one who Jesus.

6. This was the miracle that Jesus did.

7. Jesus proved He was the Son of

8. was Jesus’ mother.

9. The miracles of Jesus are written in the .

10. Everything Jesus did is not in the Bible.

11. The servants the pots with water.

12. The was in Cana.

13. Andrew, Peter, Philip and Nathanael were
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Teens Worksheet #3

WORD SEARCH

Find the words forward, backward, up and down or diagonally (all 8 directions):
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JESUS

FIVE
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LOAVES

FRAGVENTS

DISCIPLES

HEAVEN

FISHES
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Teens Worksheet #4

Fit the following words in the puzzle.

27

There is only one 1-letter word, one 5-letter word, one 6-letter word, and one 7-letter

word. HINT: Start with these first.

WITNESS

! DO THE BEAR WORKS FATHER
ME THE HATH
ME SAME
OF SENT
THAT
THAT
7
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Teens Worksheet #5

The sttitude of the Phorisees

Read Luke 5:17 — On a certain day when Jesus was teaching, from where did the

Pharisee come to hear what He said?

Read Matthew 12:14 — What was the reaction of the Pharisees?

Read Matthew 21:46 — Why did the Pharisees not capture Jesus?

Read Mark 3:6 — What did the Pharisees do?

Read Mark 12:13 — What were the Pharisees looking for?

Read Matthew 22:15 — What were the Pharisees trying to do?

Read Matthew 27:1 — Who met and for what purpose?

What did all of these verses have in common?
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Teens Worksheet #5 Answer Page

The sttitude of the Pharisees

Read Luke 5:17 — On a certain day when Jesus was teaching, from where did the

Pharisee come to hear what He said? _ They came out of every town of Galilee

and Judea, and from Jerusaiem.

Read Matthew 12:14 — What was the reaction of the Pharisees? __They met in

a council, trying to find a way fo destroy Jesus.

Read Matthew 21:46 — Why did the Pharisees not capture Jesus? __They were

afraid of the multitude of people because they considered Him to be a prophet,

Read Mark 3:6 — What did the Pharisees do? __ They counseled with the

Herodians {another opposing group) to get their help in destroying Jesus,

Read Mark 12:13 — What were the Pharisees looking for? They hoped to hear

Jesus say something that was against the law so they could put Him to death,

Read Matthew 22:15 — What were the Pharisees trying to do? _They tried to

trick Jesus into saying something that was against the Roman rulers,

Read Matthew 27:1 — Who met and for what purpose? _ All of the chief priests

and elders met to try to find a way to put Jesus to death,

What did all of these verses have in common? _They all expressed the desire

of the Pharisees to find a way to get rid of Jesus.
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JESUS DEFIED THE ELEMENTS OF NATURE

Scriptures:  Matthew 8:23-27  Mark 4:35-41 Luke 8:22-26
Matthew 14:23-33 Mark 6:45-52 John 6:15-21 (22-26)

Aim: To teach the students to believe what is written in the Bible as the true word of
God, and confirm that they should never have a doubt that Jesus was the Son
of God because He exercised supreme power over all things. As Nicodemus
said, “No man can do these miracles that thou doest except God be with him. "

Emphasis: Jesus was a man, born in human flesh, but also God — the physical
embodiment of God; the expressed image of God. As man He could live
among men, walk and talk with mankind as a human, but He was different. As
God He had all power over all things created. He could defy nature — do
things that were impossible with man.

There are two memory verses today — use both or select one.

Memory Verse: Matthew 8:27
“But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the
winds and the sea obey Him? "

Matthew 14:33
“Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped Him, saying, Of a truth
thou art the Son of God.”

Background information

What do we mean by the elements of nature? Meteorology is a branch of physics
dealing with the atmosphere, especially the variations of heat, moisture, and the wind. Jesus
was with God in the beginning. On the second day of creation, God separated the water that
covered the earth, pushing some out into space, and creating the atmosphere, the sky — the
air space that surrounds the earth where gravity exists. There are certain things that naturally
exist in the atmosphere. Many things affect the temperature, the moisture content, the
atmospheric pressure. The conditions that exist determine whether it will be calm or stormy.

Jesus defied the wind and the waves

When Jesus was on earth He traveled to many places teaching the people that He was
the promised Son of God. In order to convince the people that He was God’s Son, He did
miracles to prove that He had the same power that God possessed. If He did not have this
power, He could not do the miracles. People reverenced God and believed Him to be a
supreme being, but they looked upon Jesus as merely a man. They believed Him to be a good
man and a prophet, but did not understand that He was God in human flesh.
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Everywhere Jesus went teaching and healing the sick, people followed Him to see more
miracles. On one occasion He left the city of Capernaum and went down to the shore of the
Sea of Galilee. Jesus was a familiar figure on the seashore. He spent much of His time there
teaching and traveling by ship to the other towns around the sea. Wherever Jesus was, there
were crowds. Sometimes hundreds of people gathered, and sometimes even thousands.

When Jesus came to the seashore many people followed Him. There were so many that
He was crowded closer and closer to the edge of the water. Finally Jesus and His disciples got
into a boat (or a ship) and pushed out a little way into the water so that He could teach the
people who had gathered on the shore. He taught them in parables all day. A parable was a
story Jesus told to teach a truth using things the people were familiar with as an illustration to
help them understand what He was teaching. When evening came, He sent the people away
and said to His disciples, “Let us go over unto the other side.” Many of the people who saw
Him leave also got into other small ships to follow Jesus even across the sea.

The Sea of Galilee was a busy place. There were many fish in the sea, so it was used
by commercial fishermen. It was also used for transportation by those who traveled by ship
from one town to another. Sometimes people transported items across the sea by ship to sell
in the other towns. Many times it was easier to go by ship across the sea than to go a long way
around by land. So the sea was very important to the people.

The Sea of Galilee was a large body of water, over twelve miles long and over seven
miles wide. Except where the Jordan River flowed in and out of it, it was surrounded on all
sides by high mountains. We might think of it as being in a deep crater between the high hills.
It had a warm, tropical climate. On the west side of the sea was an area of flat land that
extended out from the edge of the sea to the beginning of the mountains, called the plains of
Gennesaret. It was not unusual at certain times of the year for the cooler winds to sweep down
from the mountains, across the plains and mix with the warmer, humid air above the sea. This
would create a turbulence. The winds would swirl across the midst of the sea, creating great
waves and violent storms at sea. These would come on very quickly. The fishermen knew to
leave the waters immediately if they saw storms coming, because they came on very quickly
and could be deadly. The wind would blow so hard it could cause the ships to turn over. The
waves could get so high the water would come into the ships and cause them to sink.

Jesus and the disciples got out into the middle of the sea, and Jesus went to the back
part of the ship, lay down on a pillow, and went to sleep. He had been teaching all day and He
was tired, (He was human and experienced human tiredness) so He lay down to rest. While He
slept, a storm arose quickly. Peter, Andrew, James and John were all commercial fishermen
when Jesus called them to leave their occupation of fishing and become His followers, and
learn from Him so they could carry on His work after He went back to heaven. As fishermen
they were on the sea constantly. They knew how dangerous a storm at sea could be. They knew
the possibility of the boat sinking, and that the probability of them drowning was great.

The disciples rowed hard to bring the ship to shore, but could not fight the waves and

the strong wind. They rowed faster and faster and got nowhere because the wind blew them
back. They became frightened. The wind caused the sea to become boisterous. The waves got
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higher and stronger, and water began to come into the ship. They were sure they would sink
and all drown. In their fear and frustration they called out to Jesus to wake Him up, “Master,
save us.” They asked Him, “Don’t you care that we are about to perish?” They could not
understand how He could lie there and sleep when they were in such danger.

What did they expect Jesus to do? Apparently they did not expect Him to still the
storm, so what did they want? Did they want Him to help them bring down the sails so the
wind could not blow them about? Did they want Him to help bail out the water from the boat
so it would not sink? What did they expect? They said, “How can you be so unconcerned as
to just lie there and sleep when we are in such danger?” They wanted Him to get up and do
something.

Jesus simply and calmly asked them, “Why are you afraid? Where is your faith?” If
Jesus was with them they should not have been afraid, but their human nature caused them to
fear. Their human nature in the face of danger caused them not to have faith. Jesus rebuked the
wind and the sea. He said, “Peace, be still. " Jesus spoke “peace” to the wind and it quit
blowing. He said “be still” to the raging waters, and they became calm immediately.

When Jesus asked the men, “Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? "
They became even more afraid when they saw the power Jesus had over the storm. Jesus
created the elements conducive to causing the wind to blow, so He could control the wind. He
created the water and the seas, so He could control the movement of the water and the waves.
He just spoke, and the violent wind quit blowing. He just spoke, and the boisterous waves quit
crashing into the boat. When Jesus spoke, the water became calm and still. They asked one
another, “What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” What kind
of man is this? They still looked upon Jesus as a man, not as God.

By this time the disciples had traveled with Jesus for several months. They had seen
Him take plain water and turn it into the very best wine, a process that would have taken weeks
or months to occur naturally, They had seen Him heal sick people, make crippled people walk,
blind men see, and people who could not hear suddenly became able to hear, and able to speak
when they had never heard words before. They witnessed Him stop a funeral procession and
bring life back into the dead body of a young man from the city of Nain. They marveled at
these things, and said, “surely this is the Son of God.” Now they marveled again, and said,
“What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him? " They saw His
miracles, and saw Him bring dead people back to life, but they could not understand how He
could control the elements of nature.

You can feel and see the effects of the wind blowing, but you cannot see it, or touch
it. Yet Jesus spoke to the fierce wind, and it stopped blowing. You can stir water in a pan, and
it will continue to move for a long time before it becomes still. Yet Jesus spoke to the water
in the sea when it was filled with raging waves, and it immediately became still. They could
not comprehend, “What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him? "

Jesus walked on the water

Later in the ministry of Jesus He sent out his apostles and gave them the power of God
to heal the sick and do other miracles in the name of Jesus to prove that the message they
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preached was true. They had been teaching and healing by the power that Jesus gave them, so
much that they did not even have time to sit down and eat. When they returned and told Him
all they had done, He said they needed to “come apart and rest a while . Jesus took His
disciples across the sea from Capernaum to a desert place so they could have some time to rest.
When the people saw them leaving in the ship, they ran ahead of them on foot and came to the
seaport where they thought Jesus would be coming ashore. They were there waiting for Him
when He arrived.

Jesus saw their determination to follow Him, and had compassion on them. He spent
the rest of the day healing anyone who had any kind of sickness, and teaching them about the
kingdom of God. It was nearly night time and the disciples wanted Jesus to send them away
so they could go into a nearby town and buy food and find a place to stay for the night. Instead,
Jesus took a young boy’s lunch of five barley loaves and two small fish, and multiplied it into
enough food to feed more than five thousand people all they wanted to eat, and had enough left
over to fill twelve baskets. When the people saw this miracle, they said, “This is of a truth that
Prophet that should come into the world.”

Jesus knew the people wanted to take Him by force and make Him their king. Then
when they were hungry, He could feed them. When they were sick, He could make them well.
They were not following Him for spiritual reasons, but were thinking about their physical
comfort. It was not time yet for Him to be king, so He must send the people away, and sneak
off from them. He told the disciples to get in the ship and go back across ahead of Him while
He went up into the mountains to be alone and pray.

It was late in the day when the disciples got in the ship and started across to the other
side of the sea. Not long after they began their trip it got dark and a storm arose. The winds
blew hard and caused great waves which became higher and higher. If the winds were calm,
the sails of their ship would catch the wind and it would blow them across gently to the other
side. When a storm arose they had to pull down their sails or it would turn the boat over. If
they did not have the wind to push them along, they had to row with oars, or paddles. As the
winds blew harder, the storm got worse, and they were being tossed around in the middle of
the sea.

This time Jesus was not with them and they became frightened. They rowed hard trying
to get across. As the boat was tossed around, the high waves caused water to come into the
boat. As the wind blew harder, they seemed to get nowhere. The harder they rowed, the more
the wind kept pushing them back. They were exhausted and scared. They had only gone about
half way across the sea, and it was about 3:00 in the morning. They still had a long way to go
before daylight. They rowed hard, but they could not fight the strong wind.

Jesus saw them struggling with the ship so He went to them, walking out across the
sea. He did not sink when He stepped onto the water. He walked across the top of the water
as if it were solid ground. The disciples saw something coming toward them, and they were
even more frightened. It was night time and they were already scared because of the storm. The
wind was so strong it was hard to keep the boat upright, the waves rocked it back and forth
until they couldn’t seem to go anywhere, and they looked up and saw something moving
toward them across the top of the water. The wind blowing his white garment in the moonlight
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as He moved across the water made Him look like a ghost. Their superstitions caused them to
become spooked. They cried out in fear, “It’s a ghost”. When Jesus saw they were frightened,
He called out to them, “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” He tried to reassure them.
“Don’t be scared, it’s only me.”

It sounded like the voice of Jesus, but it couldn’t be because He had stayed behind on
the mountain. So Peter called out to Him, “Lord, if it is really you, let me walk out on the
water to you”, and Jesus told him to come. So Peter jumped out of the ship and started walking
out to where Jesus was, across the top of the water as if it were solid ground. Peter wanted to
walk on the water like Jesus did, and when he stepped out of the ship, he could. He had
jumped out of the ship quickly without stopping to think about it. Normally, when he stepped
out of the ship, he would have sunk down into the water. He started out to where Jesus was.
He took a few steps and felt the wind blow against him, and he looked down and saw the
waves below his feet. When he realized where he was, out there on top of the water with
nothing to hold on to, he became frightened. When Peter looked down instead of looking to
Jesus, he lost his faith. When he forgot to trust Jesus, he began to sink into the sea. When he
realized where he was and that he was sinking he cried out again, this time in faith, “Lord
save me.” Jesus immediately stretched out His hand and caught Peter. Then He rebuked him,
and said, “Oh you of little faith, why did you doubt?” “Why did you doubt that you could do
what [ told you to do?” “Where is your faith?” What had happened to the faith of the disciples?

Jesus lifted Peter up and they both walked across the water back to the ship. “And when
they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.” As soon as Jesus and Peter stepped into the
ship, Jesus caused the winds to stop blowing, and the waves became calm. The water was
smooth. All was quiet. They went peacefully to the other side of the sea.

Matthew tells us: “Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying,
Of a truth thou art the Son of God.” Mark tells us: “They were sore amazed in themselves
beyond measure, and wondered. For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their
heart was hardened.” The disciples were amazed that Jesus had once again controlled the
wind, and had defied the water by walking on it rather than sinking. They had so soon
forgotten. They had just seen the miracle He did when He multiplied the bread and the fish to
feed over five thousand people. They saw him make food when there was none, but were
surprised when He walked on the water and calmed the storm. As if the miracles of the loaves
and the fish could not convince them, when He walked on the water they said, “You truly are
the Son of God.”

Jesus could defy the wind and the waves, and could walk on the sea as if it were solid
ground, because He was the Son of God and had power over all the elements of nature.
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Teens Worksheet # 1

Fill in the blanks:

1.  What is meant by “the elements of nature™?

2. Define the word “defy”.

3. Why did Jesus do miracles?

4. Where was one place in particular that Jesus spent a lot of His time?

5. Where did Jesus still the storm

6. Where was Jesus when He left to go across the sea?

7. \Who went with Him?

8. What happened when they got out in the middie of the sea?

9. Where was Jesus when the storm came up?

10. Describe the conditions on the sea:

11. What did the disciples ask Jesus?

12. What did Jesus do?

13. What were the words Jesus spoke?

14. What was the reaction of the disciples?
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Teens Worksheet # 2

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.
23.

24.

25.

These questions are in regard to Jesus walking on the water.

What had happened the day before Jesus walked on the water that night?

Why did Jesus have to sneak away from the peopie?

Why did He sent the disciples across the sea by themselves?

What happened when they got half way across the sea?

How did Jesus get out to them?

What did they think when they saw Him coming?

What did Jesus say to caim their fears

Which disciple answered Jesus?

What did Peter ask Jesus?

Describe what happened:

What did the disciples do and say when Jesus got into the ship?
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Teens Worksheet #1 Answer Page

Fill in the blanks:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Page 10

What is meant by “the elements of nature? __ activities in the atmosphere —

the variations of wind, heat, moisture (fogq, rain. sleet, snow)

Define the word “defy”: __to perform an action considered to be impossible
Why did Jesus do miracles? __to convince the people He was the Son of God

because He had the power of God

Where was one place in particular that Jesus spent a lot of His time?

on and around the Sea of Galilee

Where did Jesus still the storm? on the Sea of Galilee

Where was Jesus when He left to go across the sea? Capernaum

Who went with Him? His disciples and other smaller ships following them

What happened when they got out in the middle of the sea? __a great storm

arose

Where was Jesus when the storm came up? __asleep in the back part of the

ship

Describe the conditions on the sea: __strong winds created turbulent waves
which caused the water to come over the sides into the ship

What did the disciples ask Jesus? __Do you not care if we drown?

What did Jesus do? He spoke and rebuked the wind and calmed the sea

What were the words Jesus spoke? _ “Peace, be still.”

What was the reaction of the disciples? They worshipped Him and said,

“What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?
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Teens Worksheet # 2 Answer page

These questions are in regard to Jesus walking on the water.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24,

25.

What had happened the day before Jesus walked on the water that night?

Jesus fed over 5.000 people with 5 loaves and 2 fish

Why did Jesus have to sneak away from the people? __because they

wanted to take Him by force and make Him their king

Why did He sent the disciples across the sea by themselves? He went
into the mountain to be alone and pray
What happened when they got half way across the sea? __a storm arose

How did Jesus get out to them? __He walked out across the water

What did they think when they saw Him coming? They thought He was

a ghost and were frightened.

What did Jesus say to calm their fears? ‘Be of good cheer: it is |:

be not afraid. ”

Which disciple answered Jesus? Peter

What did Peter ask Jesus? __[f it was really Jesus, to let Him walk out on the

water to Him

Describe what happened: Peter walked out a little way and looked

down and lost his faith, and when he got scared he began to sink into the

sea. Jesus reached out and caught him and they walked back to the ship.
What did the disciples do and say when Jesus got into the ship? They

worshipped Him and said, “Of a truth thou art the Son of God.”
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Teens Worksheet # 3

Fill in the blanks with words that start with the Jottere of the alphabet— @ t0 Z.

Jesus went a the sea. Hewentinab . He left from
C . His _d were with Him. The people that
followed Jesus needed something to. e . Jesus fed the multitude with 5
loaves and 2 _f . When Jesus walked on the water, the discipies thought
Hewas a _qg . The disciples were rowing _h trying to get
across the sea. Peter said, “Lord i ___ itis really you, et me come out to you on
the water. _J walked on the water. The people wanted to make Jesus
their _(k . inthe nighttime Jesus _| like a ghost. Jesus worked
many _m . itwas_n when the disciples went across the

sea. Jesus walked out to them _o __ the water. The people said Jesus was a

p . Jesus made the storm be _q . The disciples
r the boat hard trying to get to shore. The _s took them across
the sea. Peter forgot to _t Jesus, and sank.  The people did not

u that Jesus was God’'s Son. In the darkness, the disciples
heard the _v of Jesus. The _w rocked the boat. The disciples
were _ex when they saw Jesus walking out to them. A _y

boy brought his lunch to Jesus.

Look up Revelation 3:19 in your Bible for the last one —

“As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be _z therefore, and

repent.”
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Teens Worksheet # 3 Answer page

Fill in the blanks with words that start with the letters of the alphabet —a to z.

Jesus went _across the sea. He wentin a_boat . He left from
Capernaum . His _disciples were with Him. The people
that foliowed Jesus needed something to eat . Jesus fed the multitude with
5loaves and 2 _fish . When Jesus walked on the water, the disciples thought
He was a _ghost . The disciples were rowing _hard trying to get

across the sea. Peter said, “Lord if __ it is really you, let me come out to you on

the water. _Jesus walked on the water. The people wanted to make Jesus

their _king . Inthe nighttime Jesus _looked _like a ghost. Jesus worked
many _miracles . itwas _night when the disciples went across the

sea. Jesus walked out to them _on  the water. The people said Jesus was a

prophet . Jesus made the storm be _guiet . The disciples

rowed the boat hard trying to get to shore. The _ship took them across

the sea. Peter forgot to _t rust Jesus, and sank.  The people did not
understand that Jesus was God's Son.  In the darkness, the discipies

heard the _voice of Jesus. The _waves  rocked the boat. The disciples

were _excited when they saw Jesus walking out to them. A _young

boy brought his lunch to Jesus.

Look up Revelation 3:19 in your Bible for the last one —

“As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be _zealous therefore, and

repent.”
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Teens Worksheet #4

( WORD SEARCH '

Find the words in the puzzle forward, backward, up and down, or
diagonaily in all eight directions:

N K D E W O L O F M H Z

H WAV E S HNMROT S

J F R 66 G P I DDEV S P

N P K T L A T I L T S O E

L F T L T R 8§ A C A A H D

E Q C NBCMRMWVYV G U

K E UH I DWF QL E E T

D OL P E S EAY NNGS I

M Q@ L I U E P KROTWHT

X E L 8 L C R E LWL I L

S K E S XA HATA I P U

R J E N N I G H T E N M

C AP ERNAUMIKWRZCD
AFRAID DISCIPLES MOUNTAIN SAVE WALKED
ALONE FOLLOWED MULTITUDE SEA WATER
CAPERNAUM GALILEE NIGHT SHIP WAVES
CHEER GHOST PETER STORM WIND
DARK JESUS
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Teens Worksheet #4 Answer page

( WORD SEARCH '

Find the words in the puzzie forward, backward, up and down, or diagonalily
in all eight directions:

P Z
R S
E P
T (E)
A D
w U
L T
N L
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Teens Worksheet #5

Jordan River
—~
—
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Teens Worksheet #6

Look on your map and answer the following questions:

1. The Sea of Galilee is surrounded by

2. The area of is between the Mediterranean Sea and the
Sea of Galilee.
3. The area of is on the other side of the Sea of Galilee,
across the River.
4. The country of the is in the district of Decapolis.
5. Jesus and his disciples left and went by ship across the
of to the country of the

o e T T T i

1. Where was Jesus when He left to go across the sea?

What sea did He cross?

Who went with Him?

h N

What happened when they got out in the middie of the sea?

What did the disciples ask Jesus?
What did Jesus do

What were the words Jesus spoke?

@ N o o

What did the disciples think?
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Teens Worksheet #6 Answer page

Look on your map and answer the following questions:

1. The Sea of Galilee is surrounded by ___mountains .

2. The area of __ Galilee is between the Mediterranean Sea and the
Sea of Galilee.
3. The area of _Decapolis is on the other side of the Sea of Galilee,
across the ___Jordan River.
4. The country of the __Gadarenes is in the district of Decapolis.
5. Jesus and His disciples left ___Capemmaum and went by ship across the
Sea of _Galilee to the country of the __Gadarenes .

W
1. Where was Jesus when He left to go across the sea? Capernaum

2. What sea did He cross? __the Sea of Galilee
3. Who went with Him?
4. What happened when they got out in the middle of the sea? a great storm arose
5. What did the disciples ask Jesus? __Do you not care if we drown?
6. What did Jesus do
7. What were the words Jesus spoke? _"Peace, be still.”
8. What did the disciples think?__ What manner of man is this, that even the
wind and the sea obey Him?
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JESUS DEFIED THE EVIL SPIRITS

Scriptures: Mark 5:1-15  Luke 8:26-36 Matthew 8:28-33

Aim: To answer the questions that many people have — “Why do bad things happen
to a person who loves God?” and “If I love God, will any bad things ever

happen to me?”

Emphasis: It is the influence of Satan in the world that causes all things that are sinful.
Sickness, suffering, death, pain, are all results of the sin nature that Satan
caused. Evil spirits are at work in the world today, and work on the hearts and
lives of God’s people to try to get them to disobey God. It is sin that causes all
of the unhappiness in our lives. God’s people suffer because of the sin
influence, and will until we are taken out of this world.

Memory Verse: Matthew 8:29
“And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou

Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?”

Background material

In the beginning, before God created man, God created angels. The angels were
spiritual beings; intelligent spirits. They did not have bodies. They lived in the presence of
God. They were bright, shining, spirits created to serve God. God created the angels in three
realms: spiritual, intellectual, and material. There were three archangels, or head angels, who
served as the leader of each of three groups. Michael and one-third of the angels served God
in the spiritual realm. Gabriel and one-third of the angels served God in the intellectual realm;
they are the ones who brought messages from God to men to tell them what God’s will for
them was before the Bible was written. Lucifer, the “bright and shining one”, the most
beautiful of all the angels, was created to serve God in the material realm, the universe that
God created. We would suffer more if not for God’s protection.

Ministering spirits -

They were to worship Jesus —
Hebrews 1:6, “4nd again, when He bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, He
saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him.”

They minister to God in whatever realm He chooses —
Hebrews 1:7, “And of the angels He saith, Who maketh His angels spirits, and His
ministers a flame of fire.” (Psalm 104:4)

There are guardian angels for those who are children of God —

Hebrews 1:14, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?”

Teens VBS Lesson 4: Jesus Defied the Evil Spirits Page 1
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Where did evil spirits come from?

Lucifer was not content serving God by caring for the physical creation of the universe.
In his heart he was envious of the position of Jesus as the Son of God. He did not want to be
a creation of God, but a part of God. He said he would make himself a god. He would ascend
into heaven and exalt his throne above the other angels, and be like God.

Isaiah 14:12-15, “How are thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art
thou cut down to the ground, - - - For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: - - - I will be like the most High.
Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pii.” Ultimately Satan and
his angels will be cast into Hell for eternity because of their rebellion against God.

Revelation 12:7-9, “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: He was cast out into the
earth, and his angels with him.”

Satan was cast out of heaven and the only place for him to go was to the earth over
which God had placed him. One-third of the angels who served under him were cast out with
him to the earth where they exist today. Satan destroyed God’s perfect creation, so God
reconstructed it according to the Genesis account of creation.

God created man in His image. He would now be the one who had a close relationship
with God, so Satan decided to destroy this perfect man. He tempted Adam and Eve to sin by
deceiving them into disobeying God and eating of the fruit that God had forbidden them to
even touch. The result of eating this fruit was death, or eternal separation from God. Now
Satan had possession of man. As God had to remedy the creation that Satan destroyed, now
He had to provide a remedy for sin in the lives of Adam and Eve and every person who would
ever be born into the world. The price for eternal redemption was the blood of the sinless Son
of God. God promised to send His Son to die in the place of mankind, so they could be
redeemed, or bought back from the clutches of Satan. Satan knows that Hell was created for
him to spend eternity because of his rebellion, so his intentions are to take as many members
of the human race with him as he can possibly keep from trusting in the shed blood of Jesus
for forgiveness of their sins.

God created the earth perfect and Satan destroyed it, so God had to recreate it. God
created man perfect and Satan destroyed him, so God had to provide a way for him to be born
again with a perfect soul, or spirit, that Satan cannot touch because it is covered by the blood
of Jesus. Everything Satan has tried to do to overpower God has failed. When Jesus was born
Satan tried to destroy Him by working through Herod, the king who had all of the babies in
and around Bethlehem killed so Jesus would be included. But God protected Him. As soon as
Jesus was baptized to announce to the world that He would be crucified and buried, but He
would rise again, Satan spent 40 days and nights in the wilderness trying to convince Jesus if
He would bow down and worship him He could escape the suffering of the crucifixion, and
become king of this world immediately without having to die first.
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Jesus had the power to defy Satan, and He spent three years on the earth teaching,
preaching, and performing miracles to convince the people that He really was who He said He
was, the Son of God, not the son of a man named Joseph. During this three years He had
constant encounters with the evil spirits that dwell on the earth. The evil spirits knew Him
because He was in the beginning when they were created. They recognized Him as the Son of
God. They testified that He was the Son of God. In our lesson today we will learn of some of
the victories Jesus won over the forces of evil that tried to destroy Him. In every case, the
power of God was greater than the power of Satan. Jesus could by the power of God defy the
evil spirits.

The wild man of Gadara

In our last lesson we learned how Jesus stilled the storm and calmed the raging sea. The
wind stopped blowing and the waves stopped splashing up into the ship. The disciples were
amazed and said, “What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?”
As soon as the storm stopped, they continued on across the Sea of Galilee to the country of the
Gadarenes. As soon as Jesus stepped out of the ship He was met by a man who was possessed
by evil spirits. They had entered into this man and taken complete control of his body and
mind, causing a mental illness.

The sea was surrounded by mountains. In these rocky mountain cliffs were holes and
caves that were used to bury the dead. These places in the caves where the dead were buried
were called tombs. This man was insane and lived in these tombs. He was possessed with evil
spirits causing a serious mental illness. He did not think like a normal person. He did not act
like a normal person. He was like a wild animal. When Jesus and His disciples got out of the
ship and walked across the seashore, the wild man saw them. The evil spirits that lived within
him immediately recognized Jesus. They knew Jesus had the power to defy them. They knew
He was the Son of God. Jesus was with God in eternity when the angels were created. He was
there when Lucifer sinned and became Satan, or the Devil, and was cast out of heaven to the
earth. He was there when one third of the angels chose to follow Lucifer, and became the evil
spirits that have inhabited the earth, and that cause all of the evil and sin that exists in the
world today. They were the evil spirits that inhabited this man and caused him to be insane.

They tormented him day and night. He lived among the dead bodies in the tombs. He
was like a wild animal. He did not wear clothes. He ran through the mountains day and night
crying, and screaming, and cutting himself with rocks. Everyone was afraid of him. He had
been possessed by the devils for a long time. The people of the town had tried to tie him up
with ropes, and he broke them off. They bound him with chains, and he broke the chains. He
was so fierce he would not let anyone pass by that way. No one could control him and
everyone was afraid of him.

From a long way off the man saw Jesus, and ran and fell down at His feet, and
worshipped Him. The spirits recognized Jesus and cried out, “What have we to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of God? Are you come to torment us before the time?”’ They knew they lived
in defiance of God, and would one day be punished in a place of torment for ever and ever.
They feared God, and they feared Jesus. They knew someday Jesus would conquer them, and
cast them out into their eternal punishment. They knew that time had not yet come, and asked
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if He was going to punish them before the time came. They were afraid of Jesus because they
knew He had power over them to destroy them. They knew they would spend eternity in Hell
and they were not ready yet for this punishment.

Jesus then spoke to the spirits and commanded them, “Come out of the man, thou
unclean spirit.” Jesus asked the spirit, “What is your name?” and he answered, “My name is
Legion: for we are many.” A “legion” was a way of counting. The Roman army was divided
into legions; sometimes ranging from three thousand to six thousand men in a legion. There
were many thousands of these evil spirits that lived within the man. The spirits begged Jesus
not to send them away out of the country.

On the hiliside nearby was a large herd of swine. Swine are pigs, or hogs. There were
about 2,000 pigs in this herd. The devils asked Jesus, “Send us into the swine, that we may live
in them.” Jesus gave them permission, and they left the man and entered into the herd of
swine. The swine became so tormented and insane, that they ran violently down a steep hill
and into the sea, where they drowned. However, the people in the town and those who owned
the pigs were not happy, and demanded that Jesus leave Gadara. They were more concerned
that their pigs died than they were that Jesus defied the evil spirits and the insane man had been
healed.

On many other occasions Jesus cast out evil spirits. Matthew 9:32, “As they went out,
behold, they brought to Him a dumb man possessed with a devil.” “Dumb” means not able to
speak. This devil took control of him and prevented him from being able to speak, so Jesus
commanded him to come out of the man. “And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake.
and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel.” They had never seen
anything like this in Israel. But the Pharisees still denied He was God’s Son and said, “He
casteth out devils through the prince of the devils ”, or the power of Satan. Matthew 12: 22,
They brought another man to Jesus who was possessed with a devil, blind, and speechless, and
He healed him, and the man could see and talk. All the people were amazed, but once again
the Pharisees said He did it by the power of Beelzebub, or the false god of the housefly.

Jesus wanted His word preached in more places than He himself could go. On one
occasion, because Jesus wanted all of the nation of Israel to hear that He had come into the
world, and wanted them to believe and accept Him as the Son of God, He gave power to the
apostles to also do miracles. Matthew 10:1, 5-8, “And when He had called unto Him His
twelve disciples, He gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all
manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” He told them not to go to the Gentiles or the
Samaritans, “But rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach,
saving, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead,
cast out devils: ” Jesus came to the Jews first. He was born an Israelite, and wanted the Jewish
people to accept Him as the promised Messiah. When they rejected Him and had Him
crucified, He turned to the Gentiles to make up His church that He left in the world to preach
the gospel to every nation. He gave the apostles power to defy evil spirits and do other miracles
in His name in order to prove that the message they preached about Jesus was true. If He was
not from God, He could not give them the power to do the miracles that they did, or give them
the power of God that He possessed to defy evil spirits. They did not do miracies by their own
power, but they did them in the name of Jesus.
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Teens Worksheet # 1

Gill in the blanks to review the story. Each space is a letter)

_____ and the disciples crossed overthe _ _ _ and came to the
countryofthe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . A man who had a large number of
o spirits living in him metthem. Hewas likea _ _ _ _ animal. He
lived amongthe _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ could not hold him. When

Jesus cast out the evil , they went into a herd of

- e e NN e —

Swineare _ _ _ _. Thehogsrandowna _ _ _ _ andintothe _ _ _

where they

- - — ua—e e Wy

e

G.ook up the scriptures and fiil in the blanks. )

Mark 5:2 "And when was come of the . immediately there
met out of the a man with an spirit.”
Mark 5:8 “For he said unto him, out of the , thou unclean ”
Matthew 8:31 “So the besought Him saying, if thou us out,
suffer to go away the herd of S
Luke 8:33 “Then the out of the , and
into the - and the ran violently a steep
into the , and were "
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Teens Worksheet # 1 Answer page

G-'ill in the blanks to review the story. Each space is a letter. )

J & s us andthe disciples crossedoverthe s ¢ a and came to the

countryofthe Gadarenes Amanwhohadalarge number of

e v il spirts living in him met them. Hewas likea w_i | d animal. He
livedamongthe fombs. Chains couldnothold him When
Jesus castouttheevili s pirits , theywentintoaherdof s wine.

Swineare h 0 g 5. Thehogsrandowna h ill andintothe 1 a k e

wherethey d rowne d.

Gook up the scriptures and fill in the blanks. )

Mark 5:2 “And when _He was come _out_of the _ship__, immediately there
met _Him _out of the __fombs _ a man with an unclean spirit.”

Mark 5:8 “For He said unto him, _come_ out of the man_, thou unclean spirit .

Matthew 8:31 “Sothe ___ devils _ besought Him saying, if thou _cast _ us out,
suffer _us togoaway _into the herd of __swine "

Luke 8:33 *“Then _went the _devils outofthe _man , and __ entered
intothe _swine _ : andthe _herd ran viclently _down a steep place
intothe __lake _, and were __choked .~
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Teens Worksheet # 2
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Answer page

Teens Worksheet # 2
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Teens Worksheet # 3

Take the chips to Gadara—
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Junior Worksheet # 3 Answer page
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Teens Worksheet # 4

Look up Matthew 4:24-285:

List the places psople came from
to follow Jesus and have thelr
friends healed.

e oA woN
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Teens Worksheet # 4 Answer page
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Teens Worksheet # 5
1 7 3
[ F |
E
7 [
3
1o
11t
12
B3
14
15
18
17 18
www CrosswordWeaver.com
ACROSS DOWN
4 it was the day. 1 Jesus left {o go across the sea.
7 Jesus aman. 2 Jesus her well.
8 The man had an evil . 3 The evil spirit said, "You are the
10 Jesus cast out many evil .
11 The spint said, "Let us 5 The spint asked, "Mave you come to
12 The evil spirit who Jesus was. us?
13 Jesus went to the country of the 6 The evil spirits went into a herd of
14 The man lived among the . 9 Peter's mother-inHaw was -.
15 The spirit's name was . 10 Jesus taught inthe .
17 Jesus left to go to other . 11 Jesus gave the power over
18 People came to house looking for evil spirits.
Jesus. 16 Jesus met a man.
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Teens Worksheet # 6

{Jse the following hints to break the code: O=A D=T

O AZ CHXKT/Z D X HJ EBVHYV
K ND Y OJ4 VA Q Uuxaob X OPMH
U H D K Z K Uv DX DX HH
MHYNY D X KN Y KA K G Q K Z
OB D D X KN E K WH XV DXHB
D K DKBWHAD N Y CHGKZBH
D X H DV WH
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Teens Worksheet Answer page

Worksheet # 5
Cc M C
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D
Worksheet # 6

And, behold, they cried
out, saying, What have
we to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of God?
art thou come hither
to torment us Dbefore

the time?
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JESUS DEFIED SICKNESS AND DEATH

Scriptures: John 4:45-54 Mark 1:29-31 Luke 5:18-26 Matthew 8:5-9, 13
John 11:1-54 Mark 5:22-24, 35-43

Aim: To teach the students that Jesus preformed miracles when He was on the earth,
but there is no need for instantaneous healing today, because He has already
proven, and we have the Bible to teach us that He is the Son of God.

Emphasis:  Jesus did not heal people just because He felt sorry for them. He healed them
so others would witness His power and believe in Him. If He healed people
just out of pity, why did He not heal everyone who was sick? Many times He
left crowds waiting, and slipped off to other areas to preach and heal the sick.
If He healed just because He felt sorry for them, why did He not heal
everybody in the whole world? He only healed those individuals who were in
His presence at the time, and did so in order for others present to witness the
power of God that He possessed in order to prove that He was who He claimed
to be.

Memory Verse: Matthew 9:35
“And Jesus went about all the cities andvillages, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people.”

Alternate Memory Verse: Luke 7:15
“And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.”

There is no way that we can mention in one lesson all of the people that Jesus healed.
But all who were healed, was for one purpose, that God would be glorified and Jesus would
prove He was God’s Son. The first time that Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the
Passover after He was identified as the Son of God, He worked miracles there to prove that
He was who He claimed to be. If He was not the Son of God, He could not do the things that
took supernatural powers. Many people came from all over the Jewish area for this important
event. When Jesus did miracles, many people saw them and many others heard about it. Some
of the people who saw the miracles that Jesus did were from Galilee. When they returned
home they told everyone what they had seen in Jerusalem. So the fame of Jesus spread rapidly.
After the Feast in Jerusalem Jesus went back into Galilee to preach in their synagogues.

Jesus healed a child with a high fever — John 4:45-54

When the people heard that Jesus had come back into Galilee, they brought many sick
friends and family members to be healed. A nobleman, a ruler in the city of Capernaum, had
a son who was very sick. In fact he was so sick he was about to die. The nobleman had made
every effort to find someone who could make his son well, and all failed. It seemed hopeless.
If'the best doctors of the time could not help him, his son would surely die. He heard that Jesus
was in Cana, a little town about fifteen or twenty miles from Capernaum. Even though it was
several miles the nobleman went looking for Jesus because he heard that Jesus had healed sick
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people, and He had faith that Jesus could make the child well. The nobleman had servants, but
he did not send them. He did not wait until Jesus came to Capernaum. Instead he went to
Jesus. He believed that if he could bring Jesus to his house, He could make his little boy well.

The nobleman traveled all day, and the next day when he found Jesus he begged him
to come back to Capernaum with him and heal his son because he was almost ready to die.
Jesus told him, “Unless you see me do miracles, you will not believe that I am sent from
God.” The man did not argue with Jesus, but he begged and insisted that he come now or his
son would die before they got there. He said, “Sir, come down ere my child die. " He believed
that Jesus was sent from God and he believed that Jesus had the power to make his son well.
When Jesus saw how much faith the nobleman had, He told him to “Go back home, your son
will live.” Again, the nobleman did not argue with Jesus. He believed Him. He did not
question why Jesus would not go with him or how his son could live if Jesus did not come.

John 4:50 tells us, “The man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and
he went his way.” Before he got home he met his servants coming to tell him that there was
no need for him to bring Jesus back with him, because suddenly the fever left the child and he
was well. He asked, “Exactly at what time did the child begin to get better?” and he realized
that it was exactly the same hour that Jesus said to him, “Go home, your son lives. " Jesus did
not have to come to Capernaum. He healed the nobleman’s son even though He was in Cana
and the child was several miles away in Capernaum.

Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law - Mark 1:29-31

Jesus spent much of His time in and around Capernaum. Early in His ministry He went
into the synagogue at Capernaum and taught the meaning of the scriptures. The people came
to the synagogues to hear the writings from the Old Testament scrolls that existed at that time
read publicly and explained. They contained the history of Israel, the law, and the prophecies
concerning the salvation that God provided through His Son who would come into the world
and die for the sins of mankind. When Jesus read from the prophets and explained what He
read, they were astonished at his teaching, “for He taught them as one that had authority, and
not as the scribes.” The scribes learned from copying the scrolls, and from the scholars who
existed in that day. Jesus was the Son of God, so He knew first-hand the teachings of God.

While Jesus was there He cast evil spirits out of a man. The people were amazed when
He cast out the demons, and said, “What kind of new doctrine is this? He can even command
the evil spirits and they obey Him.” This caused a great stir in Capernaum and His fame spread
even faster and further throughout all Galilee.

Jesus and the disciples went to the nearby home of Peter and Andrew, where Peter’s
wife and her mother lived. Her mother was very sick with a high fever. When Jesus came into
the house, He took her by the hand and lifted her up. Immediately the fever left her, and she
began to prepare them some food. By evening the news had spread so fast that many had come
to her home and brought sick people and some who were possessed with devils. “And all the
city was gathered together at the door. And He healed many that were sick of divers diseases,
and cast out many devils:”

Page 2 Teens VBS Lesson 5: Jesus Defied Sickness and Death



67

Early the next morning before it was daylight Jesus slipped out secretly to a quiet place
to pray. The disciples came looking for Him because there was a great crowd waiting at Peter’s
home for Jesus to return and heal them. Jesus refused to go back, and said He must go to other
places to preach so the people there could hear. He did not heal people just because He felt
sorry for them, but He did it so the people would see His power and believe He was the Son
of God. He went from town to town preaching in the synagogues and healing anyone who
came to Him to be made well.

Jesus healed leprosy Matthew 8:1-3

Leprosy was a very bad and dreaded disease. It caused very bad sores on their bodies,
particularly their hands and feet. They were swollen and painful. If it extended to the bones
they became crippled and could no longer walk. One day there was a man in the crowd
following Jesus who had leprosy. He came and knelt down before Jesus and said, “Lord, if you
will, you can make me clean.” Jesus said, “I will” and reached out and touched the man and
immediately the leprosy was cleansed. Jesus healed many others who were lepers. Leprosy was
highly contagious, so the person affected had to leave his home and live in a colony isolated
from other people, only with those who had leprosy, in order to not spread the disease. Their
families would bring medicine, bandages, and food and leave it by the side of the road. After
they went away the lepers could come and get it.

On one occasion Jesus passed by a leper colony. Ten men ran out and called to Him,
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. " Jesus just spoke and all ten were cleansed of their leprosy.
One of the ten came and fell at Jesus’ feet and worshipped Him and thanked Him for healing
him of his leprosy. Jesus said, “Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.” Jesus not
only healed him, but He forgave his sins and made him a child of God.

Jesus healed paralysis — Luke 5:18-26

Another bad disease that Jesus healed was palsy, a form of paralysis. Jesus was at a
house preaching, and so many people came that there was not room for anyone else to get in
the door. Some men brought a friend who had palsy and could not get up from his bed. They
carried him on a mat, and when they could not get in to where Jesus was, they went up on the
roof and uncovered a portion large enough to let the man down through the roof so he was in
front of Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, He said, “Thy sins are forgiven thee”. The
Pharisees who were there criticized Jesus and accused Him of blaspheming God. They said,
“No one but God can forgive sins.” Jesus asked them “Is it easier to say, your sins are
forgiven, or to say rise up and walk?” He told the man, “Arise, take up your bed and go home.”
The man immediately got up, picked up his bed, and went to his house, glorifying God. Jesus
said He did this so the Pharisees would know He had power on earth to forgive sins.

Jesus healed many others who had palsy. Matthew 4:24, “And His fame went
throughout all Syria: and they brought unto Him all sick people - - - - and those that had palsy;
and He healed them.” Matthew 8:5-9, 13 - There was a man who was not even a Jew, a
centurion, a captain over one hundred soldiers in the Roman army, who helped the Jews build
a Synagogue in Capernaum. He had a servant, a soldier under his command, who had palsy.
He sent the elders of the Jews to Jesus to ask Him to come and heal his servant. Before Jesus
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got to his house the centurion met Him and said, “I have a lot of authority; I tell men fo come
or go and they do whatever I command, but I am not worthy for you to even come under my
roof. If you will you can just speak, he will be healed.” Jesus said He had not seen such great
faith as this man had even among the Israelites. Because of his faith in Jesus, He told him to
go home and his servant would be healed. “And his servant has healed in the selfsame hour.”

Jesus healed many diseases

Jesus made erippled people able to walk, and blind people able to see. He caused deaf
peopie to be able to hear and talk. John 9:11, There was a man who was born blind who sat
outside the city gate and begged day after day. Jesus healed his blindness and when his friends
asked him what happened, “He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and
anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and
washed, and I received sight.”

One day as Jesus and his disciples left Jericho they saw two blind men sitting by the
side of the road begging. When they heard that Jesus was in the crowd, they called out, “Have
mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David”. Others in the crowd tried to make them be quiet,
but they continued to call out to Jesus for help. Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do?”
The men said, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened ” Matthew 20:34, “So Jesus had
compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, and
they followed Him.”

Matthew 12:22, “Then they brought unto Him one possessed with a devil, blind, and
dumb: and He healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.” Mark 3:1,
Jesus healed a man in the synagogue who had a withered hand that he could not use. Jesus told
the man to stand up and stretch out his hand. Although the man could not use his hand, he
obeyed Jesus and stretched out his hand. When he did so it became whole as the other.

Sometimes the people heard that Jesus was coming to their town, and they brought the
sick, crippled, blind or deaf family members or friends and placed them along the sides of the
road, and they were healed as Jesus walked by.

In the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John we read story after story of incidents
when Jesus traveled from city to city and healed the crippled, the blind, the deaf, the paralyzed,
leprosy, and all sorts of diseases. But the most spectacular thing that Jesus did while He was
on earth was bring life back into dead bodies. Jesus defied nature in every respect. In the
bodies of humanity He defied all manner of deformities, mental illness, and sickness or disease
of every kind. But He also proved He could defy death. He brought life back into bodies that
had died.

Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter, Mark 5:22-24, 35-43
Jairus was the ruler of the synagogue in Capernaum. He only had one daughter, who

was about twelve years old. She became very sick, and he thought she would die. He had
probably seen Jesus make other sick people well, and believed He could make his daughter
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well. He found Jesus and fell at His feet and worshipped Him. He said, “My little daughter is
very sick. Please come and lay your hands on her so she will get well and not die.” Jesus
started with Jairus to his home. There was a large crowd following Him and He was delayed
when a woman who had a bad blood disease touched the hem of His garment in order to be
made well.

By the time they started on their way again, a servant came to get Jairus, and said,
“There is no need for Jesus to come now, because your daughter has died.” Jesus told him not
to fear, just believe and his little girl would live. When Jesus went into the room where the
little girl was, He took her by the hand, called her name, and said, “Arise.” Her spirit returned
to her body, and she immediately got up and walked. Jesus told her parents, “Give her
something to eat.” She had died. Her spirit had left her body. But Jesus, who can control the
spirits, made her spirit return to her body, and she was alive again.

Jesus stopped a funeral procession, Luke 7:11-16

One day as Jesus was traveling from Capernaum to go to Jerusalem, He traveled
through the city of Nain. As he approached the city, He met a funeral procession going out to
the tomb to bury a young man who was the only son of his mother. Her husband was also
dead, so now she was all alone. Jesus had compassion on her. He touched the bier (the
platform on which the body was carried) and stopped the procession. He told the mother,
“Weep not”, and He spoke to the dead body, “Young man, I say unto thee, arise.” Luke 7:14
tells us, “And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.” Jesus gave him back to his
mother.

Jesus raised Lazarus John 11:1-54

There was a home in Bethany where Jesus stayed many times when He was traveling
to Jerusalem for the feasts. It was the home of Mary and Martha, and their brother, Lazarus.
The women sent word to Jesus that Lazarus was very, very sick. They knew that if Jesus was
there He could heal him, so they sent word for Him to come. But Jesus did not go
immediately. Jesus said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son
of God might be glorified thereby.”

After Jesus knew that Lazarus was dead, He said it was time to go to Bethany. When
He arrived, Lazarus had already been dead and buried in a tomb for four days. Mary and
Martha were very upset that Jesus did not come when they sent for Him. When they heard He
was a little way out of town, Martha ran out to meet Him, and said, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” She was disappointed and said, “If you had come when
I sent for you, you could have healed him and he would not be dead.” Jesus tried to console
her and said, “Your brother will live again.” Martha agreed, “/ know that he shall rise again
in the resurrection at the last day. ” She did not understand that Jesus meant now.

Martha sent for Mary, and when she came she fell down at His feet and said, “Lord,
if you had been here my brother would not have died.” Even some of the Jews who had come
to comfort Mary and Martha said, “ Could this man who can open the eyes of the biind not
have kept Lazarus from dying?” None of them understood why Jesus did not come
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immediately. Jesus asked them to take Him to where they had buried Lazarus. He told them
to move the stone from the opening of the tomb. Martha objected, saying it would smell bad,
his body had already begun to decay because he had been dead for four days. Then Jesus asked
her, “Didn’t I tell you if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”

They removed the stone and He prayed to God in their presence, and then called
loudly, “Lazarus, come forth.” John 11:44, “And he that was dead came forth, bound hand
and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto
them, Loose him, and let him go.” Jesus defied death. Jesus healed his dead body, and made
his spirit return into his body so that he was alive again.

Jesus raised Jairus® daughter from the dead immediately after she died. He raised a
young man who was being carried to the grave site to be buried. He raised Lazarus after he had
been in the grave four days. They all lived again, but they died again.

Jesus was in the grave three days and caused His own spirit to come back into His

body. Jesus is the only one who’s spirit returned to His body never to die again. He was raised
with a glorified body like He will give to us someday.
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Memory verse craft page 1
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Teens worksheet #1

List 5 incidents when Jesus healed someone:

2.
3.
4. List 3 people Jesus
raised from the dead:
3. 1.
2.
3.

How coulid Jesus defy
sickness and death?

Nasme 5 wass Soous defied nature that we have studied this week:

1.

5.
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Teens worksheet #1  Answer page

List 5 incidents when Jesus healed someone:

1. _the nobleman’s son

L

Peter's mother-in-law

3. 2 blind men by the roadside

4. __man with palsy - lowered through the roof List 3 people Jesus
raised from the dead:

5. _the man with the withered hand 1 Jairus’ dauahter

aiternates. 2. _young man from Nain

(Centurion’s servant, man with leprosy, the ten lepers, blind

man by the city gate) a3 L
. azarus

How could Jesus defy sickness and death?

He was God's Son so He had the power of God to do all things.

NMSWgWWmW%thW%M

1. in His birth — He was born without an earthly father or a sin nature.

2. in food production — water into wine, multiplied the loaves and the fish

3. the elements of nature — controlled the wind and the waves, walked on water

4. He had power over the evil spirits. He cast out devils.

5. He instantly healed sick people and raised the dead back to life.
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Teens worksheet #2

Avoid the rocks that block the path and find the road that the nobleman
traveled from Capernaum to Cana to find Jesus.

Capernaum

Teens VBS Lesson 5: Jesus Defied Sickness and Death Page 11
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Teens worksheet #3

Writs the word from the first column on the blank before the e;tpﬁnaﬁbn in the second column.

Bethahy
Jesus raised his daughter
bier
platform on which they Carried a
Caperhaum dead person
centurion a disease that causes paralysis
dead person ohe who is to be buried
Jairus where Jesus met a funeral
procession
Jesus
where [azarus lived
Lazarus
womah whose husband has died
Nain
Jesus raised him from the dead
paisy
person Wwho obeys the Commands
servant Of ahother
synagosue where Jesus worshipped
widow gon of God

captain over 100 soldiers

where Jesus heated the
centurion’s servant
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Teens worksheet #4

Onsersmble the words

aaCemnpru ceinnortu
adeghrtu cdeiilps
adeeh| aidrsu
eldssu aalrsuz
eloprsy aceilmrs
aNni abelmnno
aenrstv aeggnosuy

( WORD SEARCH ’

BIER

BLIND
BURY
CANA
CAPERNAUM
DEAD

DIED
DISCIPLES
DISEASES
FAITH
FUNERAL
HEALED
JESUS
LEPROSY
NAIN
NOBLEMAN
PALSY
RAISED
SON
WIDOW

- = X I

P o U M e Z OO
- Z P O
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< Z2 U ¢« O 0O 0O X
“Mm o om » o MmO M
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> Z < M N S O X I O U O Z X
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Teens worksheets

worksheet # 2

worksheet # 4
aaCemnpru  Capermaum
deghrtu daughter
adeehi healed
ejssu Jesus
eloprsy 108

aNni Nain
aenrstv servant

Page 14

Answers

ceinnorty
cdeiilps
aidrsu
aalrsuz
aceilmrs
abelmnno

aeggnosuy

worksheet # 3

Jdafrus  Jesus raised his daugheer

Jpler  platformon which they carried a
dead person

palsy a disease that Causes paraiysis
_dead person _ ohe who IS 0 be buried

Nain where Jesus met a funeral
' procession

_Bethany __ where LazZarus lived
wiciou) woman whase hushand has died
_Lazarus  Jesus raised him from the dead

_Servant . person who obeys the Comimands of
another

_Smagogue  where Jesus worshipped
afesus 0 fohofGod
_Cemtyrion = Captain over 100 soidiers

_Caperngun  where Jesus healed the certurion’s
servant

centurion F L 4

disciple S R H

) gL @
Jairus sl m
Lavarus Al IE
miracles Fl S
St

nobleman Al @

synagogue o ) L

R N R

B

T
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Use the following code for all of the vowels, and solve the puzzle:
S=A F=E Y=I E=0 T=U

SJN KF UKSU CSB NF SN

WS X F ZEL UK VEQJ N KSJN

SJN ZEEU CYUK

DLSAFWHEUKFB SJN KYB

Z S WF CSB VEQJ N SVEQU

CYUK S JSI TYJ PFBQB

BSYUK QJ UE UKF X HEEBF

KY X SJN HF U KY X DE

Teens VBS Lesson 5: Jesus Defied Sickness and Death
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Teens worksheet # 6

13
14
15 6
7 18
wiine CrosswordW eaver. com
ACROSS DOWN
1 Jesus defied 1 ‘the centurion’s wes sick.
6 The certurion lived at . 2 Jesus made Lazarus' go back
7 The centurion had that Jesus into his body .
coulid heal his servant 3 The centurion helped the Jews build a
8 Jesus raised a dead man at . .
11 Jesus healed many who were possessed 4 Jesus heagled mary pecple.
with a . 5 Jesus the centurion's servant
15 Jesus healed all kinds of 6 Jesus made pecple walk.
. 9 The Jews went to the sy nagogue to
16 Jesus had poaer over . .
17 Lazarus had been buried days. 10 Jesus gave the power 1o
18 Jesus hedled a man with . heal,
12 Jesus mised from the dead.
13 Jesus raised daughter from
the dead.

14 Jesus healed mery with
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Teens worksheets answer page
worksheet # 5

AND HE THAT WAS DEAD
CAME FORTH BOUND HAND
AND FOOT WITH
GRAVECLOTHES AND HIS
FACE WAS BOUND ABOUT
WITH A NAPKIN JESUS
SAITH UNTO THEM LOGCSE

HIM AND LET HIM GO

worksheet # 6

S|I|CIKINIE|S|S
E P
R S| |1 B H
\ Y R L CIA/P{E/IRIN/AIUIM
A N I | R A
N FIA[{I|T|H NJA|I [N L
T G D P E
O] (W] [A P DIEIV|IIIL
J G O P L A
A U R O E P Z
DI |S|EIA|S|E|S DIEIA|T|H A
R H T L R
FIO|UIR | LIE/IP|IR|O|S|Y U
S P E Y B
S
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