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PAUL’S EUALUATION OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES
I COR. 14:1~%

Introduction:

11

. After Paul reveais the transzitorr nature of the
spiritual gifts, he then reveals the minor importance of
tongues.

1. They probably concidered tongues the most important
or glamorous gift. -
2. The most disruptive to an orderly service.

¢

B. Paul does naot forbid them to speak in tongues.

IT I3 BETTER TO FROPHECY THaM SPEAK IN TONGUES.

. "Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifte, but
rather that »e may prophecy.”
1. Pursue this gift of love.

. But etili e culttivating your spiritual gifts,

ke
3. Above all thinge that ye may prophecy.

E. "For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue.”
1. Muynknown" is net in the Bible!

2. Unly God hears him, without an interpreter.

€. “"for not man understandeth him: howbeit in the spirit he
speaketh mysteriss. "
{. Mo one heare, catches his meaning.
2. He ig inspired by the Spirit, but what he spexks i=
a mystery.

2. No one ic present to interprst.
. THE THREE BENEFITS OF FPRDPHECY.

A "But he that prophesieth spexketh urntc men.”
1. Tongues without an interpreter speaks oniy to

a
the prophet speaks to men!
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to build up.

3. to exhortation = toc encouragement.

2. to edification
4., to comfort = to consoclation.

B. "He that speaketh in an unkrnown tongue edifieth himself™"
1. The speaker, without an interpreter, is the scle
beneficiary.
2. It is praring orwdoing alme in public.
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"but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.®"
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1. Spesxking God's bord builds up others. i

2. Teaching publicly benefits all.

ITI. PROFHECY I5 BETTER THAaM TOMGUES.
A, T would that ye a1l s=pcocke with tongues.”

1. I want all of you to speak in languages.

E. "but rather that ye prophecied.”
1. EBut I prefer that you speak forth God s word.

C. "for greater is he that prophesieth than he that
speaketh with tongues.”
1. He that epeake forth God’s word ie more important
than he that speaks languages.
o, "except he interpret, that the church may receive
edifying.,”
1. Uniess he interprets what he zave sc that the

corigregation may be strengthened.

ITI. TOMGUES WITHOUT INTERPRETATION DO NOT PROFIT THE CHURCH,

A "Now, brethrern, if I come unto you speaking with
tongues, what chall I profit you, except.™”
4. How can I instruct you if I don‘t cpeak in a

language you understand?
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B. "I ehalil speak tc you either by revelation, or by

Knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?”

1. revelation = unveiling.

2. Knowledge = Kknowing.

3. prophesying = speaking forth.
4. doctrine = teaching.

IV, TLLUSTRATIONS FROM LIFE. V7,8

A. Sounds do not a tune make.
1. "And even things without life giving souﬁd, whether
pipe or harp, except they give & distinction in the
sounds, how shall it be Known what is piped or

harped?"

M

»  sound = phanen.

Evernn musical instruments are examples...such as

(1Y

tflute and harp.
4. Unless each ncote is sounded clearly, no one wil)

recognize the tune.

B. The bugler socunds the meccaae.
1. "for if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who
chall prepare himself for the batile?®

If the bugle does not sound a call distinct and
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3. How shall the scldier prepare himself to battie,

V. WE SHOULD MAKE SOUNDS THAT HAVE MESNING. U9

A. "So TiKewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words
eacy to be understocd, how shall it be kKrnown what i<
spoken?”

1. Therefore, in speaking, »ou too muet use a language

that men can understand.

BE. "for ye shall speak in the air.”

1. GFf you will be pouring words into the empty air.



