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DIVORCE 0l

Tuae Bible mentions a bill of divorce (sefer kerithuth) on three occa-
sions (Deuteronomy 24:1; Isaiah 50:1; Jeremiah 3:8). While the
Prophets use the expression figuratively, the Torah presents a law
concerning an actual bill of divorce when it forbids the husband to
remarry his divorced wife if, in the meantime, she had been the wife
of another man.

Though the Torah does not indicate the eontents of a sefer kerithuth,
the Mishnah gives the following as the essential formula of a get or
bill of divorce: “Let this serve you as a bill of divorce from me, as a
letter of dismissal and deed of liberation, that you may marry any
man you wish’” (Gittin 9:3).

This bill is handed by the husband to his wife together with a for-
mal declaration in the presence of witnesses. The method of giving
a get, which requires the sanction of a court (beth din) consisting of
three men well versed in the religious laws of marriage and divorce,
involves proceedings entailing delay, which in turn affords an oppor-
tunity of reconciliation.

Here are some regulations that must be complied with: The three
dayyanim (judges) must not be related to the couple or to one another;
the same applies to the witnesses and the seribe who writes the get.
The bill of divorce must be written in the presence of the three day-
yanim, and prepared especially for this particular couple. The ink
must be clean and black, and the pen must be made from goose-quill,
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