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THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS
REV. 1:1-7

Introduction:

A. History of the church.
1. Paul visited it on his second missionary Journev.
a. #aActe 18:128-21.
2, Paul left Priscilla and Aguila. 18:18-1%,
2. Apolleos taught here with burning zeal. 18:25.
4. Paul taught here three years on hie third missionary
Journey. Acts 20:31.
a. "for the space of three years.”
S. FReceived letter from FPaul. Ephesians.
E. The relationship of Christ to them.
[the stars] 1. "unto the angel tmessenger of the church write."

[the candlelZ. "he that holdeth the seven stare in his right

[the =sunl

hand."

"who walketh in the midzt of the seven godlen

03

candlesticks."”

I. THE CHARACTER OF THE CHURCH &T EFHESUS.

A,

"1 Know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and
how thou canst not bear them which are ewii.”
1. kKnow = oida - to perceive, or see, hence to hauve

Krowledge.

2. works = ergon - that which is brought into being by
Tabor, the rezult of employment.

2. labor = Kopos = weariszome labor, toilsome effort, =
beating, as of the breast, wailing grief, being beat
out.

4. patience = hupomone - & remaining under.

3. bear = bastazo - to 1ift, to carry, to carry a heauy
burden. '

"and thou hast tried them which sa» thev are Apostles,

and are not, and hast found them liarce.®






page 17
[I Cor. 1:13-131

1. tried = peirazo — essay», to make an attempt,; make

prooct or trial off, to put to the test.

2. say = lego - to say before, to relate.
3. Ffound = heurisko - to find by search, discover.
4. liars = pseudees - False, deceiving, lxing.

5. Paul’s last sermon had lasting effect, some 40 yearsz

later, Gdcts 20:17-38.

C. "And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s
sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.”
i. borne = bastazo — to lift and carry & hezvy load.
2. patience = hupomone — a ramaining under, patient
endurance, holding out.
. laboured - Kopiao - to be weary, faint.

4, fainted = Kamno — to be weary or sick.

IT. THE FROBLEM &T EPHESUS. U4

. "NWevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou
hast lett thy firet lave.”

1. this I have zgsinst you, »ou have abandoned your
first love.

2. let+t = aphiemi - to send forth or awar, to let go
from one’s self, to let go from one’s further
notice, care, etc. toc leave, to let aicne.

Z. Mark 1:18, "édnd forsookK their nete and +ollowed

Him." [Simon and andrew,

B. It wase during the reign of Domitian (AD 81-%4) that
John waz banished to Fatmos. He was released and died during
the reign of Traldan. Tradition relates that at a very old age
John, too feebhie to walk, would be carried inte the church and
would admonish the members, saring, "Little children, love one
anather.,”

Thus it will be evident that the church at Ephesus was more
than forty wyears old when Christ dictated this epistle. dAnother

generation had arisen. The children did rnot experience that
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intense enthusiasm,

page

revealed by their parents when the

contact with the gospel. Not only this,

former deuction to Christ,

latter firet came
but they

A similar condition occurred in

that spontaneity and ardeur which had been

intoc
lacked their

Israel after the days of Joshua and the elders (Judg. 2:7,10,11)

The church had departed From its first lowve.
"MORE THAN CONQURORS®

1940, &1.

by: William Hendrikeon,
page

1.
because we are loral

work, or

Ephesians were, However, we will
Lord until

2. The second generation may

we work because we

tove &

property, or church, or group,

or memoryx, and in so doing,

let go of Jesue Christ.

IIl1. THE SOLUTION TO THEIR FROBLEM. WUS

¢ consisted af three things.
"remember

to

fali

3. remember = mnemoneuc -—
k.

"and repent.”

fallen = ekpipto - to

SY]

3. repent = metanoeo -

purpocse, to reform,
from worse to better,
but to change ocne’s

"and do the first works.®

01

3. +iret =

aspect, place, order, time,

b. worke = ergon -

labaor.

IV, THE CONSEGUENCES OF FAILING TO REPENT.

. "or elee I will

thy candlectick out of his place,

Our work may be accomplicshed because we

to the work as

building,
or class,

leave behind,

call

oot of,

toa change one’s

thinking about

or

that which is

come unto thee quickly,

Baker Book House,
tove the
thece

never please the

Tove Him:

or
ar pEerson,

ist

loose,

theretore from whence thou art falien.!

to ones own mind.

as a place,

mind and

to have & genuine change

to not only stop an act

it.

protos — foremost, hence first in every

dignity.

accomplished b

and will remoue

except thou repent.”



page

19

1. quickly = tachos - quickness, swiftness, with spesd.
2. remove = Kineo — to move, to put in motion, to shake
3. place = topos - a place, a spot.

The degeneration that occurs because of forsaken love is
swift and complete. It will not take ten generations to
become heretical., The lump is leavened overnight.

1. There is no Ephesus now!

2. They never tolerated heresy, but without their

first~-love fervor, they died.

Wi. THEIR HATEED WAS IN PROPER FOCUS. W8

&

1

"Byt this thou hast, that thou hatect the deeds of ths

Nicolaitans, which I alsc hate.®

1. hatest = miseo - to hate, usually implying active
ilTl-will in worde and conduct. A

deeds = ergon - work, action, business, labor.

53]

Hicolatians = Acts &:5. Mic—o-la-use = Victor over

L

the people. Feople Conquercors.

4. Pealm 12%:21~-24.

What ie our first love?

1. Matt, 22:3a8, "Master which is the great commandment
in the law? Jeceus said unto him, Thou shalt loue
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with al}
thry soul, and with %11 thy mind, this is the first
and great commandment.”

2, Col, Z:18, "...that in all things He might have the
pre—eminence.,”

3. When the church, God’s people, forsake or leave God
because He is no longer the object of "+irst love”

they will alwars fall.

Why did they forsake or abandon their love of God?
1. Thery had become weary in well-doing.
a. Gal., 6:8,9%.

b. The cure is to do good.
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It

They had begun to labor for others.

2. Gal. 3:22, "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily
as to the Lord, and not untoc men."

b. ekK-psuche - out of the whole man.

3. They had fallen cut of love with Almighty God!

The Ephesians hated the deeds of a certain sect of
people in the church., They hated the deeds and work of
thece peoplie so deeply that theyopenly spoke and worked
to rooct them ocut. And lest some person point this cut
to them as being incompatible with the Christian faith,
Jesus said, "Which I alsoc hate."

1. Hate the doers of wicked workers.

-
o
-

. fActively oppose them.

VI. THE PROMISE OF GOD TO THE CONOUEROR.

A,

"He that hath zan ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches."
1. Some have eares to hear, some don’t.

2. Churches pilural, interchange letters.

"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree
of life, which i€ in the midst of the paradice of God."
1. owercometh = niksc - to be a victor.

2. paradise = paradeios — a park or garden.

Those who "hear” the word of God and apply its truths by
faith will be a part of the predestined plans of God.

i. rew. 22:1

Whatever this means, it teaches that God i€ not pleased
with "saved onty."
1. I+ you don"t serve God, worry!

2. I+f you aren”t baptized, worry!
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& HISTORY OF THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS.

A. Paul’s first visit,
1. Acts 18:18-21.
a. Entered the synagogue.

. Left Priscilla and Aquila.

B. #Apollos came to Ephesus.
1. Acts 18:24.
a. His qualitications. vZ5

2. Taught by Priscilla and Aquila. vZé&,

C. Faul‘s zecond wvisit to Ephesus. dActs 19:1-
i. Ther submitted to anabkaptism.
a. v3.
b, Why? Not by proper authority.
c. The word arew mightily.

d. Ther overthrew idols=s,

D. Paul“s addre

se to
1. fmctz 20:17-

the Ephesian elders.

)
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E. The Ephesian letter.






